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My Research Topic/Question

✤ What are the factors that influence the linguistic 
landscape (LL) of tourist attractions (TA) in Dar es 
Salaam, Tanzania?



How to define tourist attractions (TAs)?

✤ There are various definitions to TA given by different institutes:

✤ Cambridge Dictionary:

✤

✤ Canadian TOurism Commision:



How to define tourist attractions (TAs)?

✤ Western Australian Tourism Committee



How to define tourist attractions (TAs)?

✤ Thus, in my opinion, a TA is a place that people visit for leisure. Since 
there is no strict definition to TA, it can be an open topic to decide which 
TAs I want to study in my research.

✤ I want to be objective but at the same time, also display my subjective 
initiative in defining the TAs in Dar es Salaam. So I decide to combine 
several sources available to find out the most well-recognised and 
characteristic TAs in Dar es Salaam. The sources I plan to use include 
TripAdvisor, YouTube travel vlogs, Tanzania Tourist Board (it is a 
governmental institute and they list some TAs on the website), and travel 
agencies’ trip itineraries.

✤ Those are the moments when I gradually cleared my doubts/confusion 
about defining TAs.



Linguistic landscape (LL) and its data collection

✤ First of all, what is the definition of LL? 

✤ The field of LL study is still relatively new but evolving rapidly with 
an increasing number of researchers paying attention to it. One of the 
first definitions given to LL is "the visibility and salience of languages 
on public and commercial signs in a given territory or region" (Landry 
& Bourhis, 1997). However, nowadays, the meaning of LL can be 
extended to an overview of the languages that are used, either written 
or spoken.

✤ In my research, I decide to focus on studying the written/visible LL. 
So, basically all the visible languages you can see at the TAs are part of 
my research.



Linguistic landscape (LL) and its data collection

✤ After figuring out the definition, here comes the real challenge. How can I collect my 
data without being able to do my study in field?

✤ The online resources are extremely limited and are far from enough for my research. 
Thus, it seems that I will have to hire somebody in field to help me collect the data 
(take pictures of the visible LL). I need to work out a very detailed methodology for 
the photographer to follow so the execution of data collection can be closer to what I 
expect. 

✤ However, I still have some doubts in my head. 

✤ 1) Will this photographer I hire become a co-creator of my research to a certain extend? 

✤ 2) Is there going to be any ethical issue once I involve another personal in my research?

✤ I would love to get some feedback from you. Asante sana!



That is my through-the-mirror reflection. 
Thank you for your time!


